
MiNUIii

of the

COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl

August 23, 2019

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl. STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KALANA O MAUl BUILDING,
WAILUKU, HAWAII, ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 23, 2019, BEGINNING AT 9:02 A.M., WITH
CHAIR KELLY T. KING PRESIDING.

CHAIR KING: Good morning, everybody in the audience, and TV land, and our County
Council. My name is Kelly King. I'm the Chair of the Maui County Council. Today is
our regular Council meeting of August 23, 2019. It is 9:02. I'm calling the meeting to
order.

And, Mr. Clerk, could you please do roll call?

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS NATALIE A. KAMA, ALICE L. LEE,
MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN, SHANE M.
SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W.
RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND CHAIR KELLY T. KING.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBER G. RIKI HOKAMA.

(Councilmember Hokama was not present when roll was called; however, he arrived at
9:04 a.m.)

COUNTY CLERK JOSIAH K. NISHITA: Madam Chair, there are eight Members present. A
quorum is present to conduct the business of the Council.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you. Mr. Clerk.

Today we have opening remarks by Councilmember Shane Sinenci.

Mr. Sinenci.
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OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Shane Sinenci.

(Councilmember Hokama arrived at the meeting at 9:04 a.m.)

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. I think you covered almost every issue we've been dealing with. And
everybody knows that the next game for our, our Wailuku baseball team, little league
team, is Saturday morning.

I want to welcome Mr. Hokama. Thank you for joining us.

And all those in the chambers who wish to join me for the Pledge of Allegiance, please
stand.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, and others in attendance, rose and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you. And before we proceed with today's agenda, may I please
request that everyone silence their cellphones or other noisemaking devices, and
maintain decorum in the chambers at all times.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda
items. We have established limited interactive communication that enables individuals

from Hana, Lanai, and Molokai, to provide testimony from our District Offices.

Individuals who wish to offer testimony from Hana, Lanai, and Molokai, should now
sign up with District Office staff. Individuals who wish to offer testimony in the chamber,
please sign up at the desk located in the eighth-floor lobby just outside the chamber
door. Testimony at all locations is limited to the items listed on today's agenda.
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When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent. Please also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

Currently, we have no testifiers waiting at our District Offices.

We have 17 individuals who have signed up to testify in the Council chamber. The first
person to testify in the chambers is Hugh Starr, testifying on Committee Report 19-100
and Bill 46. To be followed by Brendan Balthazar.

CHAIR KING: Mr. Starr.

MR. JASEE l_AU: What am I, chopped liver?

Go ahead, Mr. Starr.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. HUGH STARR ftestifvina on Committee Report 19-100 and Bill No. 46 (2019)1:

Good morning. Madam Chair-

CHAIR KING: Good morning.

MR. STARR: -Councilmembers. My name is Hugh Starr, Upcountry. I am here to testify on
Bill 46 and Committee Report 19-100. I want to start by apologizing that, I'm not sure
quite why, but both of these items just sort of flew right by own attention. I don't know
whether I'm recalibrating with new Committee names or what, I'm not sure. But I want
to say I apologize, cause I know it's problematic for the Council to have something
come out of Committee and come to the full Council.

Nonetheless, I, I believe that both these two measures, which deal principally in
concept with the small landowners, not that they aren't others that'll fall between the
cracks, but these two provisions are really relied on by the small landowners for some
sort of, what's the word, sort of relief from incredibly increasing cost of infrastructure.
We all know what's happening with the cost of things. It's getting really, really tough
and it really hits small people who are not professionals.

So, I would, I would respectfully request that Bill 46 and Committee Report 19-100 be
sent back to Committee to see if we can't further iterate them in a way that protects the
small landowner, but also maybe provide some sort of milestones that could be more
specific to addressing some of the concerns that the Councilmembers may have.
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And in particular the two lot provision. You probably remember that there was a three
lot provision years ago. And about maybe eight or ten years ago, that three lot
exemption was, was eliminated. And then my understanding of the two lot, which now
is being proposed to be eliminated, the genesis of that was that Public Works was
seeing that there was, that many people were really affected, small people, by that, us
giving up that three-lot provision.

So, in the, Gladys Balsa's water bill, this two-lot provision was, was entered into that
bill. So, it was put there for a very precise reason and it would be a shame to see it be
taken out without further discussion. Thank you very much. I appreciate it.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Mr. Starr, we have some questions for you, clarifying questions.

Councilmember Lee.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Good morning, Mr. Starr. Can you be more specific about your
concerns about the Bill 46? By, lay the way, which I will be recommending to be
recommitted to Committee.

MR. STARR: Yes. So, Bill 46, I get confused between the two. Bill 46 is the water
reimbursement bill, is that correct?

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Yes.

MR. STARR: Yea. Well, the $100,000, so there are two outstanding issues there. One is
that it's, it's affecting family subdivisions as well as your regular subdivisions. Family
subdivisions sort of fit under the category that I would say is the small landowner, not
always, but generally speaking. It's a small landowner provision.

And the $100,000 cap is, for those of us who, who have done this kind of work with
waterlines, especially Upcountry where you run into stone and, and long distances
because of insufficient infrastructure, existing infrastructure, $100,000 is really, it's
almost just the engineering fees to design a water system that you're extending to your
subdivision.

So, with the cost going up the way they are, my main concern is that previously, or as
it currently is, there is no cap on, on what the water extension, a reimbursement would
be. It's based on the cost of the waterline. And I think that's the equitable way to do
it, because it's very impossible for a small landowner, especially to control water, water
infrastructure cost; impossible.
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COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Okay. Just for your information, this bill does not affect family
subdivisions. And two, we need to inform you on the actual provisions of this bill,
because apparently there's a lot of misunderstanding about the cap.

MR. STARR: I see. You mean, there is not a $100,000 cap?

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Well, there was a 75 percent-

CHAIR KING: Councilmember Lee, I don't want to get into a debate here.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Okay.

MR. STARR: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: We can't get into a debate with you, so that's why I'm recommitting
the item.

MR. STARR: Oh, thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Right?

MR. STARR: Okay. I appreciate it.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: And I'm not trying to debate you. I'm trying to inform you.

CHAIR KING: Yea, so maybe-

MR. STARR: Thank you. I appreciate that.

CHAIR KING: -you could meet with, with Councilmember Lee at some point. That'll be great.
Thank you.

And we have a question from Councilmember Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Aloha, Mr. Starr. Thank you for coming today.

MR. STARR: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: I was wondering about the statement that you made that the
two-lot exemption was deliberately made. Because plenty of the folks that were on the
Council at that time that it was deliberately made didn't realize that the Title being
Upcountry Water Bill was now extending Its effects island-wide and, you know, beyond
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the Upcountry scope. So, when you say it was deliberately made for a reason, that
seems like, you know, somebody that was in a position before deliberately did not
educate the Council on, on what the effect of the bill was. And, and I don't understand,
or okay, if you can answer to that question.

MR. STARR: Sure. So, if I understand what you're saying, that the two-lot exemption
provision that was included in the, what we call the, the Balsa water bill, loosely, if I
understand what you're saying is that the Council at the time did not understand that
that exemption, that two-lot exemption didn't apply only to Upcountry, which was
affected by the water meter list, but actually that it was an island, it was a countywide
subdivision amendment.

And well, am I, so I hear what you're saying. My understanding of the way these
ordinances are structured and, and constructed is that it's an, it's an amendment to the
ordinance. And there is no particular reference to anything, it was really explicitly to
change a provision in the subdivision code and that Implies countywide. And If the
Council didn't understand that, I'm, that's, I'm sorry to hear that, but that's the way it
works. I don't know what else to say without trying to be trite. That Is the standard and
there was nothing in that provision that changed. This explicitly said it was only to
apply Upcountry. It does, am I making myself clear without sounding too sassy?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: I don't know about that. You can decide for yourself, but.

MR. STARR: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Thank you for your clarity.

MR. STARR: Yea. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Starr.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: So. just-

CHAIR KING: Oh, we have one more question.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Mr. Starr, if I could?

CHAIR KING: A clarifying question?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yea. So, based upon, we're talking about Committee
Report 19-100.
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MR. STARR: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: And in, in line with Ms. Paltin's question on this, I wonder
if you have heard, because you're so active in the community, the impact of that with
the community? Non-Upcountry water meter people have received calls about that.

MR. STARR: And this is the two-lot provision, right?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Right.

MR. STARR: That, that Councilmember Paltin was concerned about? It's, so, anecdotally, I
hear from Individuals and I work with individuals, and I also communicate with Public
Works, staff of Public Works. And this is a big issue. This is a, this is a big issue for
the small landowner because doing subdivisions is very difficult these days and very
expensive, potentially. And that's true island-wide, countywide. And so, this is an
important provision that helps relief, gives relief to small landowners. And that isn't to
say or suggest that there aren't others who might benefit from this, who are less
deserving. A large landowner, for example, can harvest the benefits of this like a small
landowner.

CHAIR KING: I think, Mr. Starr, I think you answered the question. And just to let
Councilmembers know, we, we are going to have Public Works here when we address
this issue.

MR. STARR: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you for the good work you do. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Starr.

Next testifier, Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Brendan Balthazar, testifying on Committee Report 19-100
and Bill 46. To be followed by Debbie Von Tempsky.

MR. BRENDAN BALTHAZAR ftestifvina on Committee Report 19-100 and Bill No. 46 (2019)1:

I'm Brendan Balthazar, owner of Diamond B Ranch. I retired from the Fire Department.
I  retired after 37 years, which is, I'm the longest retiree that ever stayed in the
department. I was supposed to come and read, I'm also on the board, on the Board of
the Farm Bureau. I was supposed to read their testimony, but was told if I read their
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testimony, I can testify for myself. And as all of you have seen me come before, I don't
need notes.

I'm not very happy when I hear people calling me and says hey, you gotta get down
there right away because Council trying to pass another thing that's going to hurt all of
the small landowners, all of the small subdivision guys. And I get disappointed when
people in my district, like I grew up with Mike and stuff. Give me one damn call, say
hey, you know, we trying to pass this thing, what you guys think about it? I really
believe the people who get affected is the ones that you guys should be talking to; not
the people that don't get affected.

The big subdivision people, the, the developers, they'll pass that cost on to the people
who can afford to buy um, which is not local people. And then you going have the
same scenario like we see, passing down nice piece of property that's all subdivided
and developed, said, you know, that was grandpa's place, but they had to sell um
because we cannot do nothing with um.

I believe that this, this water thing, this cap, is, is bad. And, and I tell you we shouldn't
even be talking about the 75 percent or the 50 percent. The Water Department is
responsible for fixing the pipes. 1 fix the pipes on my ranch. When they broke, I fix um.
If somebody robbing my house and I call the police, they not going say call your
neighbor. Now, to upgrade the system, the, I believe that the Water Department's
money that they get from everything should go into the General Fund and become the
same like Fire Department, Police Department, Public Works, everything. Because,
we need water mostly. Most important is water.

And the sad thing is, these people who subdivide for their family. And in the Farm
Bureau testimony I'm sad that I couldn't read it, but it gives one example of 1,100 feet
of pipe costing 400,000. And a friend of mine up in Kula, Walker Road, and just some
little history before this damn light go off, he had to go and put in, he wanted to make
a family subdivision. So, they told him put 1,400 feet of pipe. He did. They said,
"sorry, we cannot give you the water meters until your name come on the list". Well,
guess what, his name came on this list. He said, "just hook up the pipe, just screw it
on". Who got screwed? Him. They said, "no, the Fire Department changed now from
400 GPM to 1,000 GPM". I work in that district, you no more 1,000 GPM pipes.

Now, I feel this way, if the County is going to require that one individual to subdivide
this for his family of three kids, to put another 2,500 feet of pipe at $900,000 to get a
flow of 1,000 GPM, then why isn't the Water Department responsible for providing
everybody with 1,000 GPM cause their job is to provide us, when I say us, I mean me
as a retiree. The firemen, we need to open that pipe and have adequate water. For,
400 gallons GPM was fine. Now, it's 1,000 gallons. And if there should, if I should be
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responsible for providing that, then show, so should the Water Department. And that
is really unfair.

And the only way to solve this is I feel, especially like Shane and guys from the countiy,
you guys should start really looking at it and say, "you know what, who's responsibility
is to upgrade the system, you know?" It's the Water Department's responsibility; not
mine. Don't wait for me to go make my subdivision and say, "okay, we got this pipe
fixed", but then it's connected to one two-inch pipe. I can show you some places that
they made the people put in one eight-inch pipe that's feeding with one two-inch pipe.
I went to one brush fire when I was working, just before I got off and hooked up to one
standpipe and my truck was getting low. I said, "what the hell, I know had water".
When I looked at urn, was feeding with one three-quarter-inch Drisco line. I can show
you guys where that is; it's still there.

So, you know, to require one family to go spend that kind of money and now say, well,
you know what, sorry, we going give you one cap of 100,000, that's all, you cannot get
nothing more back. Now, how many people going be able to afford to subdivide these
for their kids? And that's why I'm, I'm kind of concerned. Anytime that things come
stringent, yes, you have the people that take advantage of it. You know, you get people
that going, going say, you know what we going do this like he was saying and fall, we
fall through the cracks. But you know try protect the small guys. I really feel this should
go back to Committee and these Committees should reach out to the Farm Bureau,
Farmer's Union, Cattlemen's Association, etc., for some kind of input.

CHAIR KING: Okay.

MR. BALTHAZAR: Come on, turn red before I cross the red light.

CHAIR KING: Thirty seconds.

MR. BALTHAZAR: Well, anyway, I, that's my plea. At least take it back there. I think that it's
sad when I gotta leave the ranch and my work, and have my guys working on their own
so I can run down here because I'm flooded with calls, and says, eh please go down
there, they going pass this thing, you know. And I think it's where it should go,
especially from you guys from Upcountry. We live up there. You know all of us. Send
us one little thing, eh, this thing coming through.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Balthazar. We have a question for you.

Councilmember Lee.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Hi. Mr. Balthazar.
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MR. BALTHAZAR: Hi. Alice.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: I think a lot of what you said has a lot of merit, but it really doesn't
apply to this bill, so.

MR. BALTHAZAR: I know.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Yea, so you brought it up.

MR. BALTHAZAR: This was my chance for tell you.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Yea, you need to say everything, yea-

MR. BALTHAZAR: Exactly.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: -about all your issues? And so, did you ask that we take the
meeting Upcountry to, so that it'll be easier for the farmers and ranchers? Did you ask
that?

MR. BALTHAZAR: You know what, if you can do that, that's one, you know at one time, when
we was discussing one bill, and I remember Riki telling us, in fact, I talked to him on
one different time. And I said, you know, all the farmers and ranchers, they all working.
They cannot be here, you know. So, I said, if you had that meeting in the evening,
guys would come. He said, well, you better make sure that. Eh, we had this place
standing room only because it was an important issue for the farmers, and the
ranchers, and the small people.

So, Alice, I really appreciate that. Something like this that going affect, because
honestly, I not saying there's no two-acre lots here, I'm not saying that there's no five-
acre lots here. But, the majority of the property that may be subdivided by those who
is in their 70's coming here, this for their kids, is Upcountry, and Hana, and Haiku, and
those places. So, to have this discussion there would give you guys a better input of
how people feel, to ask you, he's a nice guy, you know, I know him, he's one realtor,
but to ask him eh how, how the people feel? You would find out how the people feel.
Thanks for the question.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Okay. We'll be there.

MR. BALTHAZAR: Done? Oh, yes, ma'am.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Councilmember Paltin.
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COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Aloha, Mr. Balthazar. Thank you for being here. I was
wondering, you know, if, if, so we represent all of the whole County yea. And you want
ail the, all of the taxpayers through the County to pay for the subdivision of folks
Upcountry with land. I don't understand, like, where, I guess i don't understand where
the money is coming from to pay for that. Like, you want it to come from the General
Fund, the Water Department, like how, how does it sustain itself?

MR. BALTHAZAR: What I'm, what I always propose is the monies that they, he's gotten from
the Water Department should go right to the County. Like my ranch, my money come
here, you need one new hammer, I buy you the hammer. You need one new bike, I
buy you the bike. That's how it should be.

Now, something that may be, I, I heard you ask Hugh some questions, and luck, and
you know, was Hugh not me. Remember, the oldest system is Upcountry. it's the
oldest system. The people who live there should not be held accountable for the lack
of upgrading by the Water Department. The people who live in Kihei right now can
pick up the phone and call the Water Department, say I need one water meter, I going
cut my lot. No problem. You call from Upcountry, are you on the list? No, you not on
the list, go home. Why should there be a list? And that's my point. I'm saying that
there is money in this County and one little scenario, let me give you this, I talked to-

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Oh, before you do, so, you think that the Water Department
shouldn't be self-sustaining anymore?

MR. BALTHAZAR: Exactly.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: You want it to go all into the General Fund and then just-

MR. BALTHAZAR: You on the same bed as I'm in.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay. And then the second question was what you calling
upgrading, upgrading the system, that's like, is it similar to expanding?

MR. BALTHAZAR: No, not expanding. When I say upgrading, if you come, if you're the Water
Department, you come to me, you said, this fire hydrant needs 1,000 GPM. I'm not the
guy that's supposed to have upgraded to give me enough water for the 1,000 GPM.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay.

MR. BALTHAZAR: The Water Department is responsible. And one, one of the things we, we
did one deal last year, everybody wants water; in your district, Lahaina, wherever.
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When they turn on the pipe, they need water. Under resource and development, if you
tacked ten bucks per meter, per month for resource and development, you know, we
figured um out was almost $3 million. That's a lot of pipe you can change. So, you
know, there is ways and I think the County is not broke.

But the sad thing is the, the, and I not saying only Upcountry cause you get two, three-
acre lots in your district too that would help. There is so many people when they faced
with the deal, you know, what my, I going die, I going give um to my two kids. When
they say, oh, you gotta pay maybe 600,000, who I going charge for that? The
developer can charge the people he selling it to. And that's why I'm saying, I think, I
think people who is sitting in this room should, should start designing bills and laws
that protect the small guy, because they keep getting squeezed out. There's ways to
do it. Like, they were concerned that, okay, you met my family-

CHAIR KING: Mr. Balthazar, are you going to be here when we get to this issue? Because
maybe we can have you be a resource for us.

MR. BALTHAZAR: Depends how far my cattle is to the corral. If they get close I gotta be
there.

CHAIR KING: Okay. I can't guarantee you when it's going to happen because we got a lot
of testifiers, but.

MR. BALTHAZAR: No problem. You can always call me.

CHAIR KING: Okay.

MR. BALTHAZAR: Yuki get my number if you guys get one question. I mean, I'm saying
there's groups.

CHAIR KING: Okay.

MR. BALTHAZAR: Farmer's Union, farmers; these are the people that you guys should kind
of ask, you know? I seen Committee's-

CHAIR KING: Okay. I think you made that point. And I think, I, I hear that Councilmember
Lee is taking that point to heart. So, thank you for that testimony.

MR. BALTHAZAR: Yea, I getting to like her again. Okay.

CHAIR KING: Thank you so much.
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MR. BALTHAZAR: Thank you.

CHAIR KING; Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Debbie Von Tempsky, testifying on Bill 46 and Committee
Report 19-100. To be followed by Simon Russell.

MS. DEBBIE VON TEMPSKY ftestifvina on Committee Report 100 and Bill No. 46 (2019)1:

Aloha, Council-

CHAIRKING: Aloha.

MS. VON TEMPSKY: -Madam Chair and Councilmembers. Good morning. I'm kind of
nervous about this. But I, I feel both the bill, I'm testifying on Bill 46 and 19-100,
CR 19-100, like the two before me. And I feel these, both these bills will affect families
that live in rural areas in Maui County. Anyway, I, I can just read this or did you all get
it?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yes.

MS. VON TEMPSKY: About why I feel the bills are harmful. Okay, Bill 46 would reduce the
reimbursement for family subdivisions water mainline extensions from 75 percent to
50 percent, and it would also cap the reimbursement at $100,000. The cost of
improvements here are huge. The cost would force families to sell their land instead
of building homes for their ohana. There should be no cap on family subdivision
reimbursement.

As for CR 19-100, this legislation harms family subdivision process as it requires
improvements to an existing infrastructure. Family subdivision should be exempt from
improving existing curbs, gutters, and sidewalks. If you are on the Upcountry Water
Meter List, you are exempt from these improvements. That's how I understand it. This
is wrong and unfair to other families that may already hold water meters. This bill does
not make local families, does not help local families in rural areas, not just Upcountry,
but other places too. Using the family subdivision process creates another avenue to
provide housing. Local families are not developers. Developers have buyers to defray
the improvement cost, families do not have that luxury. Instead, they have family
members wanting to keep their property, providing housing for their growing families.

These proposed bills are greatly, will greatly impact families and not impact the
Department of Water Supply, who, who's cost would be less than one percent of their
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budget of 64 million. Thank you for your consideration and understanding. And please
send the bills back to Committee for further review.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Von Tempsky.

MS. VON TEMPSKY: Yea, thanks. Mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Any questions?

Councilmember Lee has a question for you.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Hi.

MS. VON TEMPSKY: Hi.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Thank you for coming and appreciate your courage.

MS. VON TEMPSKY: Sorry, I'm so nervous.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: A lot of people are. A lot of people are. But I just wondered if you
knew that this only, this bill you're talking about is only applicable to when you extend
your mainline, your water mainline? So, in other words, it doesn't affect the two-lot
subdivision. It's when you extend your line where other people can come on. That,
that's what it's about.

MS. VON TEMPSKY: Oh.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: So, but because there's so much confusion, we, we hear you, and
we'll reschedule this. Take it back to Committee and hopefully, not hopefully, but we
plan to go Upcountry so that everybody can, you know, have a chance to add their,
their input. But thank you very much for coming.

MS. VON TEMPSKY: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Lee.

Okay, Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Simon Russell, testifying on County
Communication 19-348. To be followed by William Jacintho.
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MR. SIMON RUSSELL. HUl O MALAMA AINA. LLC ftestifvina on County Communication

No. 19-3481:

Good morning, Chair King, Honorable Members of the Council. Mahalo for hearing my
testimony today. I did submit testimony and I'm asking for it to be submitted for the
record. My name is Simon Russell. I am a, the managing member of Hui O Malama
Aina, LLC, and a registered lobbyist with the County of Maui.

On the 17th of July, it came, I, myself and a colleague, who's in the audience, Debra
Greene, went to Lanai to testify on the, use determination of a drone aircraft to be flown
on a airport on Lanai. And so, I gave my testimony there, which is somewhat similar
to my testimony to you today. And essentially, it's my opinion that the project started
somewhat in bad faith, in the fact that a 215-acre airport has been installed in the
agriculture district, as well as a 12,000 square foot plus aircraft hangar. And it was my
understanding that this aircraft is called the Hawk 30, which will fly at 80,000 feet
elevation approximately between, for six months at a time.

The intent of the project, and I always look at intent of projects when I'm trying to make
a decision to support it or not, the intent seems to be, to have Lanai be a global drone
base to launch thousands of these aircraft globally. The reason why the aircraft is
called the Hawk 30 is because it's designed to fly on solar energy between 30 degrees
north latitude and 30 degrees south latitude around the whole planet. And so, Lanai
may have the opportunity to be a global planetary launching pad for these 5G drones.

Today, there's other people who have better expertise than I do in what the health
effects of 5G are, but I can loosely say that 5G antennas are a directional in nature, so
they will shoot a beam of high-energy, high-frequency radiation to a particular device
that would be part of what's called "the internet of things", whether it's a self-driving
automobile, a handheld device. Nano technology, who knows really, the skies the limit,
literally. And I've talked to Verizon about this, some tech support there, and they, they
don't even know what it is.

So, if you look at my testimony, you can see on the back page there's a picture of me.
I use to work for NASA as an intern on the military base on Kauai developing this
particular drone aircraft, we called at that time Pathfinder UAV, which stands for
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle. We didn't call it a drone. Actually, in the aircraft hangar
next to me was the Predator drone being developed at that time. And so, we called
that a drone. But this Is really what they referred to it as a HAPS, a high-altitude
platform system, or a high altitude pseudo satellite that's designed to hover above Maui
County for a year at a time doing what it does, which would be beaming 5G wireless
radiation down at us with various effects.
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CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Russell.

MR. RUSSELL: Ifyou-

CHAIRKING: Your, your time is up.

MR. RUSSELL: Thanks.

CHAIR KING: Let me see if we have any questions for you from the Council.

MR. RUSSELL: My final concluding point is that the, the predecessor to the Hawk 30 was
called Helios, and it catastrophically failed. And there's a picture of that catastrophic
failure here, with lots of debris flying. And if you could imagine what a 80,000 foot
elevation lithium battery pack falling to Maui County might cause, that would hopefully
give us all a good reason to take a close look at this project.

CHAIR KING: Mr. Russell, I have your testimony from, you said, Hui O Malama Aina.

MR. RUSSELL: Correct.

CHAIR KING: But I don't have the same pic, pages that you have, you just showed us.

MR. RUSSELL: Oh, you know why? Because-

CHAIR KING: You have different pictures.

MR. RUSSELL: I passed in handwritten testimony, I mean, I submitted testimony by hand
and maybe that didn't get circulated. I'm sorry.

CHAIR KING: So maybe you can send us, see the Clerk and give those copies of what you.

MR. RUSSELL: Sure. I did earlier today; passed out 15 copies. So, sorry the pictures wasn't
included in your, I thought when I passed it in it would get circulated.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Yea, if it doesn't, if it doesn't get in the day before, there's a chance it
may not get to everybody. Thank you.

MR. RUSSELL: Oh, okay.

CHAIR KING: Okay, so do we have any questions, Councilmembers? No questions?


